
AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY 
2013 SCORING GUIDELINES  

 

© 2013 The College Board.  
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 

Question 3 
 
Analyze the ways in which the United States sought to advance its interests in world affairs between 1789 
and 1823. 
 
The 8–9 Essay 

• Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that addresses the ways in which the United States sought to 
advance its interests in world affairs between 1789 and 1823. 

• Develops the thesis with substantial and relevant historical information about the ways in which the 
United States sought to advance its interests in world affairs between 1789 and 1823.  

• Provides effective analysis of the ways in which the United States sought to advance its interests in 
world affairs between 1789 and 1823; treatment of the time period may be somewhat uneven. 

• May contain minor errors that do not detract from the quality of the answer. 
• Is well organized and well written. 
 

The 5–7 Essay 
• Contains a partially developed thesis that addresses the ways in which the United States sought to 

advance its interests in world affairs between 1789 and 1823. 
• Supports the thesis with some relevant historical information about the ways in which the United 

States sought to advance its interests in world affairs between 1789 and 1823. 
• Provides some analysis of the ways in which the United States sought to advance its interests in 

world affairs between 1789 and 1823; treatment of the time period may be uneven. 
• May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay. 
• Has acceptable organization and writing. 

 
The 2–4 Essay 

• Contains an unfocused or limited thesis, or simply paraphrases the question. 
• Provides minimal relevant information, or lists facts with little or no application to the question. 
• May address the question only partially, with limited or no analysis. 
• May have major errors. 
• May be poorly organized, poorly written, or both. 

 
The 0–1 Essay 

• Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question. 
• Demonstrates an irrelevant or inappropriate response. 
• Has numerous errors. 
• Is organized or written so poorly that it inhibits understanding. 

 
The ─ Essay 

• Is blank. 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 
Potential Outside Information  
 

• National security: neutrality and isolationism, war, and diplomacy. 
Possible United States Interests in World Affairs 

• Territorial expansion, including the impact on Native Americans. 
• Economic interests: exports, slave trade, tariffs, and free trade. 

• Relations with Europe and the newly independent Latin American republics. 

• Establishment and maintenance of national honor and respect. 

Potential Relevant Historical Information 

• Federalist pro-British ideas and policies and Democratic-Republican pro-French ideas and policies 
exerted an influence on the conduct of foreign affairs. 

Presidential administrations 
 
George Washington 

• Tariff of 1789. 
• Haitian Revolution (1791–1804). 
• Neutrality Proclamation and Act of 1793. 
• Citizen Genet Affair. 
• Invention of cotton gin by Eli Whitney (1793) led to the beginning of increased cotton production and 

exports. 
• Jay’s Treaty (1794). 
• Pinckney’s Treaty with Spain (1795), also called Treaty of San Lorenzo. 
• Washington’s Farewell Address (1796). 
 

John Adams 
• Quasi-war or naval war with France (1796-1798). 
• XYZ Affair (1797). 
• Alien and Sedition Acts (1798) suppressed Democratic-Republican’s and Jeffersonian Republican’s 

support for France. 
• Neutrality in the Napoleonic Wars (1799–1815). 
• Convention of 1800 — ends 1778 Treaty of Alliance with France and quasi-war. 
• Spain returned Louisiana to France (1800) — Treaty of San Ildefonso. 
 

Thomas Jefferson 
• Louisiana Purchase (1803): security, economic importance, and expansion. 
• Neutrality in Napoleonic Wars continues. 
• Vision of open markets for American goods with British and French develops. 
• Conflict ensues with Barbary,Algerian, and North African pirates. 
• British and French make efforts to restrict American trade; ongoing impressments: Non-Importation 

Act 1806; British Orders in Council 1807; Chesapeake-Leopard Affair 1807. 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 

• Economic sanctions.  
o Embargo Act (1807). 
o Non-Intercourse Act (1809). 

• End of the foreign slave trade (1808). 
 

James Madison 
• Efforts to remain neutral between Britain and France; economic sanctions (Macon’s Bill #2 1810). 
• “War Hawks” (Clay, Calhoun, etc.). 
• War of 1812. 

o Naval hero Stephen Decatur — also fought Barbary Pirates. 
o Hartford Convention (1814). 
o Treaty of Ghent (1814) — “status quo ante bellum.” 
o Battle of New Orleans (1815) — Andrew Jackson. 

• Second Barbary War Begins (1815). 
 

James Monroe 
• Era of Good Feelings. 
• Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817). 
• Convention of 1818. 
• Adams-Onís Treaty (1819) — also called the Transcontinental Treaty and the Florida Purchase Treaty. 
• Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

o Ideas: United States’ sphere of influence in the Western Hemisphere: noninvolvement in 
European affairs, Europe not to interfere or re-colonize the Americas; United States pledged 
not to interfere with existing European colonies in the Western Hemisphere; long-term 
ramifications. 

o Contributing Factors: Holy Alliance (1815); continuing Russian advancement on the Pacific 
Coast; Latin American independence movements. 

o John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State. 
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Question 3 
 
Overview 
 
The question asked students to analyze the ways in which the United States sought to advance its 
interests in world affairs between 1789 and 1823. It required students to identify America’s interests in 
world affairs from the administrations of Washington through Monroe and then show how the United 
States promoted those interests by using relevant historical information to support their argument. The 
question tested the historical thinking skills of cause and effect, chronological reasoning, and continuity 
and change over time. 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay contains a well-developed thesis that shows understanding of the ways the United States 
sought to advance its interests. The essay supports the thesis with a substantial amount of detailed 
information on all the major events of the era. Analysis, largely focused on economic interests and free 
trade, is sophisticated (especially on the Monroe Doctrine) and woven effectively throughout the essay. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 5 
 
The thesis is partially developed in this essay (it states that the United States was trying to test itself as a 
strong and independent country through its involvement in Europe and Latin America), and the essay 
includes some relevant information. Analysis is limited and found mostly in the last line of each paragraph. 
The understanding of the Monroe Doctrine is confused. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 3 
 
The essay contains a thesis that is limited in its development. There is scant analysis, and the information 
is listed in a narrative fashion. There is no attempt to deal with any events after the Louisiana Purchase. 
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